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REGULAR meeting of the Common Council was held May 10, 2004, at Hornell City Hall, 82 Main St., Hornell, N.Y.


PRESENT: Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor; Aldermen Flaitz, Norton, Foreman, Testani, Shepard, Smith and Lewis; City Attorney Joseph Pelych; Stenographer Karen Schu; and City Clerk Robert J. Roberts.


FROM THE MEDIA: Kyle Torok of The Evening Tribune, and Bill Dubensky of WLEA.


ALSO PRESENT: Sister Elaine Hollis; Greg Argentieri; Mildred McAnany, Nancy Brink-O’Connor, Pat and Ann Quackenbush, all of Historic Hornell, Inc.; Mike Schaffron and Sal LaBella of LaBella Associates; and 27 Hornell High School students.


ABSENT: Aldermen Koehler, Sciotti and W. Hogan.


INVOCATION: Sister Elaine Hollis, St. James Mercy Hospital chaplain.


PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: Alderman Norton.

By Smith/Flaitz:


RESOLVED, that the minutes of the last meeting, held April 26, 2004, be approved as read.

Carried – Ayes all (7)

Absent – Koehler, Sciotti, W. Hogan

By Shepard/Norton:


RESOLVED, that the Reports of Officers be and hereby are approved and ordered filed.

Carried – Ayes all (7)

Absent – Koehler, Sciotti, W. Hogan

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:

To: The Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor

      Members of the Common Council

      Ladies and Gentlemen


The Law & Ordinance Committee met on Monday, May 10, 2004, at 6:45 p.m. Members present were Joe Foreman, Les Lewis, Jean Shepard and Bill Norton. Also present were Mayor Hogan, members of the media, Dan Smith and Bob Flaitz (aldermen).


Items discussed and/or acted upon:

1. Discussed wrestling or boxing rings being located on residential properties within the city limits of Hornell. The matter is to be reviewed by City Attorney Joe Pelych.

2. Discussed contracts from mortgage companies charging high rates of interest on homes that are already in very bad conditions. The contracts are dealing with land contracts, lease agreements, and unconventional loans. The mayor will look into the matter further with the assistance of the Attorney General’s office and City Attorney Pelych.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

William Norton, Chairman

Law & Ordinance Committee

To: Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor

      Members of the Common Council

      Ladies and Gentlemen


The Finance Committee met on Monday, May 10, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room of City Hall. Members present were Aldermen Flaitz, Norton and Foreman. Others present were Bill Dubensky of WLEA Radio, Kyle Torok of The Evening Tribune and Mayor Hogan.


Items discussed and acted upon are as follows:

1. A motion was made by Norton, seconded by Flaitz, to pass Local Law No. 2. Said law deals with providing for partial exemption from taxation by the City of Hornell of real property owned by persons who are 65 years or older, effective April 1, 2005. The law will provide a 50-percent reduction in assessment if income is $18,000 or below. This is an increase from $15,000 per year. All ayes.

2. A motion by Norton, seconded by Flaitz, to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joe Foreman, Chairman

Finance Committee

By Norton/Flaitz:


RESOLVED, that the Reports of Committees be accepted and placed on file.

Carried – Ayes all (7)

Absent – Koehler, Sciotti, W. Hogan

RESOLUTIONS:

#1  -- CHANGING THE NAME OF CEMETERY ROAD – HN-04-037
By Shepard/Flaitz:

(Authorizing changes to the 911 map adopted by the Council on Dec. 22, 2003)  

WHEREAS, a map was submitted to the City of Hornell by Steuben County; and

WHEREAS, city officials reviewed and updated the map; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council adopted the map on Dec. 22, 2003; and 

WHEREAS, the Steuben County Enhanced 9-1-1 Department has since reviewed the map and discovered the following discrepancy:

· “Cemetery Road” should be “Cemetery Hill Road.”

NOW, THEREFORE, the Common Council, duly convened does hereby

RESOLVE, that the Common Council hereby approves the above 9-1-1 map change; and it is hereby further

RESOLVED, this resolution shall take effect immediately.

Carried – Ayes all (7)

Absent – Koehler, Sciotti, W. Hogan

PETITIONS: None

CLAIMS: None

NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· Mike Schaffron of LaBella Associates engineering firm gave an update on the status of the Southwest Quadrant water project. He said the city has secured $2.66 million in a no-interest loan, payable over 30 years, from the state Revolving Loan Fund. The goal of the project is to improve water pressure and fire flows in hilly neighborhoods of the city, particularly in the southwest and northeast quadrants of Hornell. A new pump station will be constructed in the Tobes Hill area to restore adequate pressure there and to spur new areas of development in the city. A new pump station and storage tank are planned in the southwest quadrant to improve water pressure and to provide water to homes that now do not have any. Finally, an old and leaky transmission main that spans the Canisteo River to North Hornell will be supplemented with a new, 20-inch diameter line. Plans are completed and are under review by health department officials in Hornell and Albany. Mayor Hogan noted the city has received more than $5 million in state funds to pay for improvements in the city water system in recent years.

· Historic Hornell Inc. officials spoke to the Common Council about what they said was the need to get architecturally important buildings in Hornell on the state and national Historic Register. Mayor Hogan said the city is not opposed to the register per se, but added that building owners would have to tell city officials that they would support being on the register. Alderwoman Shepard concurred, and said HHI would have to prove there was support for the register. City Attorney Pelych said HHI should draw up a resolution, find a council member to sponsor it, and then arrange to have a public hearing and vote on the matter. Mayor Hogan said there would be a resolution at the Common Council’s next meeting that would support inclusion of City Hall on the register.

By Lewis/Flaitz:


RESOLVED, that this meeting adjourn at 8:09 p.m.

Carried – Ayes all (7)

Absent – Koehler, Sciotti, W. Hogan

Shawn D. Hogan                                                                    Robert J. Roberts

Mayor                                                                                                    City Clerk

