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REGULAR meeting of the Common Council was held at 7 p.m. June 14, 2004, in the Council Chambers, 82 Main St., Hornell, N.Y.


PRESENT: Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor; Aldermen Flaitz, Koehler, Norton, Foreman, Testani, Shepard, Smith, Lewis and W. Hogan; City Attorney Joseph Pelych; Stenographer Karen Schu; and City Clerk Robert J. Roberts.


FROM THE MEDIA: Bill Dubensky of WLEA.


ALSO PRESENT: The Rev. David Kilgore, pastor of United Presbyterian Church; Mildred McAneney and Nancy Brink-O’Connor of Historic Hornell Inc.; and HHS student Patrick Greene.


ABSENT: Alderman Sciotti.


PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: Alderwoman Shepard.

State of the City Speech

June 14, 2004

19th Annual Address
Over the past 19 years, we have worked together to work towards creating a Quality Community. With the help of various Boards and Commissions and Citizen input, we have updated our City Codes, Zoning Laws. Most importantly, we have an Up to Date Comprehensive Plan. We have worked together to best Allocate our Scarce Resources to rebuild and enhance our infrastructure, streets and bridges, water filter plant, water pollution control plant, New Airport and continually improving this infrastructure.

We have invested in streetscape improvements in our central business district with new fencing, decorative cement work and period lighting, this summer we will begin and complete our gateway improvement project further enhancing our aesthetic appeal with more decorative fencing and period lighting and median improvements.

We have improved, invested in, and expanded our Codes Enforcement Office in our efforts to improve our housing stock and revitalize our Neighborhoods. We have added nuisance officers, fulltime secretarial staff, enhanced software and aggressive enforcement of codes. We have been removing outmoded and Deteriorated structures and we will continue to do so where and when ever possible. We have promoted responsible homeownership through our Community Development Program 15 homebuyers have been assisted in purchasing homes in various neighborhoods around the City, all have attended a responsible homebuyers class, these 15 homebuyers all have received conventional mortgages, our financial assistance of $170,652 has leveraged $566,105 in mortgage assistance from local banks and Rural Development. We will be assisting 3 individuals with new housing starts on Front St. one house is in place another will be in place soon and a 3rd to follow, we are effectively taking back Front St. and giving it a new start, there is enough money to assist 7 additional homebuyers and we have 12 more in the pipeline, the first 7 to meet the qualifications and requirements of the program will be helped.

In an effort to continue our neighborhood improvement program, we recently applied for and should hear soon on our Small Cities Application to assist qualified homeowners with housing rehabilitation needs, such as new roofs, windows, porches, plumbing, electricity, siding where appropriate. This program insures housing improvements with a mandate for code compliance and health safety for the homeowners.

We have turned the corner and we are winning the battle in our effort to retake and improve our neighborhoods, we are removing slums and blight, we are promoting home ownership and strict Codes compliance we are investing in our future infrastructure needs, we are improving our streets and our downtown buildings, we are promoting economic development and we are assisting entrepreneurs with our Economic Development Loan Program. Look what we have accomplished by working together and sharing a common vision for our community. The Old Erie Depot has been restored and turned around that entire Loder St. neighborhood creating new business and investment, the Depot is alive and well and home to many Alstom employees and soon to house our Rail Road and Toy Solider Museum. The Public Safety building has been rehabilitated and upgraded to the 21st Century we have preserved two historic structures that have meant much to our local and regional history.

We are winning in our fight to create a Quality Community, we have done all the right things, we have miles to go however before we sleep, we must be ever vigilante and mindful there are those who do not share our concern, or our vision for a quality community. There are those who could care less if we build new housing and those who could care less if we enforce the code, many of these people do not live in this community and could care less about being a good neighbor, it is our job as well as every citizen in this community to continue to harp on and work towards slum and blight removal, responsible homeownership, the development of new housing and an infrastructure that can continue to support and sustain well planned growth and improvement to our Quality of Life.

Later this year I will work with the Finance and Planning and Development Committees to plan and implement a slums and blight removal program that will allow the City to purchase, condemn and remove housing and buildings that for far to long have placed a burden on our various neighborhoods. I will also work with Steuben County to identify and acquire housing that may become available in the County Tax Sale, many of these houses are in good shape and could be fixed up and made available to first time homebuyers, we have done this in the past several years with great success, this program should and will continue.

We have much to be proud of and many positive assets exist in our community, we and the people of this community will be successful, everybody loves a winner and we are winning and we will continue to win, it is a Tireless Effort. We are up to the challenge.

Thank you, and God Bless you all. 

By Shepard/Koehler:


RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Common Council meeting, held May 24, 2004, be approved as read.

Carried – Ayes all (9) 

Absent – Sciotti

By Smith/Flaitz:


RESOLVED, that the Reports of Officers be and hereby are approved and ordered filed.

Carried – Ayes all (9)

Absent – Sciotti

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:

TO: The Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor

        and members of the Common Council

Ladies and Gentlemen:


The Planning & Development Committee met on Tuesday, June 1, 2004, at 5 p.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room. Members present were Aldermen Foreman, Koehler, Smith, Testani, and Hogan. Others present were Mayor Hogan, Kyle Torok of The Evening Tribune, John Krueger of North Main Lumber, Bill Dubensky of WLEA, and Tim Aiken, codes officer.


Items discussed and/or acted upon:

1) Site plan on Eckerd building on Park Drive – The new Eckerd building will be approximately 13,000 square feet with a drive-up window. The city codes call for 56 total parking spaces; these plans call for a total of 65. The design is a brick façade and will not clash with other buildings in the plaza. The new store is scheduled to open Nov. 15. After much discussion, a motion was made by Smith, Koehler second, to accept the site plan. Passed, all ayes.

2) Mr. Krueger from North Main Lumber presented plans to subdivide the old site into three parcels. A motion was made by Foreman, second by Testani, to approve this subdivision. Passed, all ayes.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Foreman, second by Smith, to adjourn at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

William Hogan

Chairman, P&D Committee

________________________________________________________________________

To: The Members of the Common Council


The Planning & Development Committee met at 6:30 p.m. June 9, 2004, in the second-floor conference room of City Hall. Members present were Aldermen Dan Smith and Joe Foreman, and Codes Enforcement Officer Tim Aiken; Committee Chairman William Hogan reviewed the plans earlier.


Motion by Foreman, seconded by Smith, to approve the site plan for a Sears store, contingent upon Code Officer Aiken’s review of detailed plans and specifics. Carried, ayes all.

Respectfully submitted,

Shawn D. Hogan,

Mayor

By Flaitz/Koehler:


RESOLVED, that the Reports of Committees be accepted and placed on file.

Carried – Ayes all (9)

Absent – Sciotti

RESOLUTIONS

#1 – CITY HALL IN HISTORIC DISTRICT – HN-04-041

By Shepard/Koehler:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Hornell supports inclusion of City Hall, at 82 Main St., in a historic district. 

Carried – Ayes all (9)

Absent – Sciotti

#2 – ONE MEETING IN JULY AND AUGUST – HN-04-042

By Koehler/Flaitz:


RESOLVED, that the Common Council meet once a month during July and August 2004, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that those meetings be held Monday, July 19, 2004, and Monday, Aug.23, 2004, and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution in no way prevents the Mayor from calling a meeting of the Council or standing committees, as he sees fit to do.

Carried – Ayes all (9)

Absent – Sciotti

#3 – WAIVE AGENDA – HN-04-043

By Shepard/Norton:


RESOLVED, that the Common Council waive the agenda in order to discuss a resolution concerning cable television.

Carried – Ayes all (9)

Absent – Sciotti

#4 – CABLE TV REQUEST – HN-04-044

By Testani/Koehler:


RESOLVED, that Time Warner not approve the request of the Elmira WB affiliate to have exclusivity, thereby removing WPIX from our channel offerings. We do this due to WENY’s inability to provide quality reception to the City of Hornell cable customers.

Carried – Ayes all (9)

Absent – Sciotti

PETITIONS: None.

CLAIMS: None.

NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· Mayor Hogan pointed out state DOT Commissioner Joseph Boardman’s correspondence in Council packets concerning the DOT operations in Hornell. The mayor expressed his concern that the Hornell DOT could be affected as a result of the state’s transportation to Program Support Centers. “There won’t be a reduction of jobs, but there could be a shifting of jobs,” Mayor Hogan said. The mayor said he and council members would continue to monitor the DOT situation.

· Alderman Lewis asked the mayor to investigate a situation of cars blocking a driveway at 8 Orchard St.

· Alderwoman Shepard and Alderman Testani said they had not seen the street sweeper running in their wards this summer. Mayor Hogan said he would investigate.

· Alderman Smith said that in light of Mayor Hogan’s State of the City speech and his accomplishments, that Common Council bipartisanship works best for the City of Hornell. Alderman Smith also thanked Mayor Hogan, on behalf of the Council, for his years of dedication and service to the City.

· City Attorney Pelych asked for an executive session to discuss litigation.

By W. Hogan/Smith:

RESOLVED, that the Common Council enter into Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. to discuss a matter of litigation.

Carried – Ayes all (9)

Absent – Sciotti

By W. Hogan/Smith:


AFTER reconvening at 7:56 p.m. in open session,


RESOLVED, that this meeting adjourn at 7:56 p.m.

Shawn D. Hogan                                                                                        Robert J. Roberts

Mayor                                                                                                                    City Clerk

