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REGULAR meeting of the Hornell Common Council was held on Monday, April 26, 2004, at 7 p.m. in Council Chambers, 82 Main St., Hornell, N.Y.

PRESENT: Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor; Aldermen Flaitz, Koehler, Norton, Sciotti, Foreman, Testani, Shepard, Smith, Lewis, and W. Hogan; City Attorney Joseph Pelych; City Clerk Robert J. Roberts; and Stenographer Karen Schu.

ABSENT: None.

ALSO PRESENT: Kyle Torok of The Evening Tribune; Jim Gentile of radio station WLEA; Time Warner Cable Vice President David Whalen; residents Steve Hoyt, Mary Ann Sullivan, Jim Argentieri, Dottie Harrington, and Peggy Brown; Hornell High School student Dan Brown; and, the Rev. David Kilgore.

INVOCATION: The Rev. David Kilgore, United Presbyterian Church.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: Alderman Shepard

By Flaitz/Shepard


RESOLVED, that the minutes of the last meeting, held March 22, 2004, as well as the public hearings of March 20, 2004, and two on March 22, 2004, be approved as read.

Carried – Ayes all (10)

Absent –  None

By Shepard/Smith


RESOLVED, that the Reports of Officers be and hereby are approved and ordered filed.

Carried – Ayes all (10)

Absent – None

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:

To: The Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor

       Members of the Common Council

       Ladies and Gentlemen


The Finance Committee met at 6:15 p.m. Monday, March 22, 2004, in the conference room of City Hall. Members present were Aldermen Flaitz, Norton, Hogan, Koehler, and Foreman. Others present were the Honorable Mayor Hogan.


Items discussed and acted upon are as follows:

1. 2004-05 Water Budget – a 6.4 percent rate increase is reflected in this budget.

2. The General City Budget calls for a 2.83 percent tax increase.

3. A motion by Koehler, seconded by Flaitz, to approve the 2004-05 General Fund City Budget. All ayes.

4. A motion by Flaitz, seconded by Norton, to approve the 2004-05 Water Budget. All ayes.

5. Entered executive session to discuss litigation. Came out of executive session. No action was taken.

6. A motion by Hogan, seconded by Foreman, to adjourn at 6:30 p.m. All ayes.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph D. Foreman, Chairperson

Finance Committee

TO: The Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor

        Members of the Common Council

        Ladies and Gentlemen


The Planning & Development Committee met on Wednesday, March 24, 2004, at 5 p.m. in the Mayor’s conference room. Members present were Aldermen Hogan, Smith, Testani, and Foreman. Others present were Heather Reynolds of the Mayor’s Planning Office and Kyle Torok of The Evening Tribune.


Items discussed and/or acted upon:

1. Heather Reynolds reviewed plans from Randy Weaver to erect two Morton buildings for storage rental for 11 storage spaces. One unit will by 30 feet by 70 feet, and the second 20 feet by 20 feet. Motion by Foreman, seconded by Smith, to approve site plan. All ayes.

2. Heather Reynolds reviewed the new site plan for Bud and Annette Burdett on Henry Street. This house will be a ranch home with attached garage. The house will be approximately 1,904 square feet, with garage being 840 square feet. Tim Aiken reviewed plans and confirmed they meet all codes. Motion by Testani, seconded by Foreman, to approve site plan. All ayes.

3. Heather Reynolds reviewed the updated plans for Marino’s restaurant at 110 Loder St. The plans call for a second story to contain his office and storage. The total addition would be 20 feet by 38 feet. After much discussion, a motion was made by Foreman, seconded by Smith, to have Chairman Hogan abstain from voting due to the fact that he worked for Mr. Marino. Motion to approve site plan by Testani, seconded by Foreman. All ayes; one abstain.

There being no further business, a motion by Smith, seconded by Testani, to adjourn at 5:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

William M. Hogan, Chairperson

Planning & Development Committee

TO: The Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor

        Members of the Common Council

        Ladies and Gentlemen 


The Youth & Recreation Committee met April 20 at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers. Members present were Aldermen Bob Flaitz, Angelo Sciotti, Chris Koehler and Jean Shepard, Chairperson. Also present was Dennis O’Brien, Director of the Summer Youth & Recreation Program.


Items discussed:

· The skate park hours were set for 3-9 p.m.

· Lengthy discussion on motorized scooters in James Street Park and the danger involved with small children and pedestrians. Recommended that the Law & Ordinance Committee, Board of Public Safety and Police Chief Paul Crowe look into the situation.

The meeting adjourned at 8 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean Shepard, Chairperson

Youth & Recreation Committee

________________________________________________________________________

TO: The Honorable Shawn D. Hogan, Mayor

        Members of the Common Council

        Ladies and Gentlemen


The Audit Committee met on April 21, 2004, at 7 p.m. Members present were Jean Shepard, Joseph Testani, and Chris Koehler, Chairman.


Bills audited and approved:

CC                      $223,649.83

CD                            4,525.69

PAYROLL           115,686.51

TOTAL              $339,246.34

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher Koehler, Chairman

Audit Committee

By Shepard/Koehler:


RESOLVED, that the Reports of Committees be accepted and placed on file.

Carried – Ayes all (10)

Absent – None

RESOLUTIONS:

#1 – APPOINTMENT OF HEALTH OFFICER – HN-04-035

By Shepard/Smith:

RESOLVED, that Robert Chura be reappointed city Health Officer for 2004-05.

Carried – Ayes all (10)

Absent – None

#2 – APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR FOR FY 2003-04 – HN-04-036

By W. Hogan/Koehler:

RESOLVED, that Drescher & Malecki LLP be appointed to serve as independent accountants and auditors for the City of Hornell for 2004-05.

Carried – Ayes all (10)

Absent – None

PETITIONS: None

CLAIMS:
By Koehler/Flaitz:

RESOLVED, that claims in the amount of $339,246.34 as audited by the Audit Committee of the Common Council of the City of Hornell be approved and authorized paid as audited.

                     

Common Council


$ 223,649.83



Community Development
$     4,525.69



Payrolls



$ 115,686.51



TOTAL



$ 339,246.34
Carried – Ayes all (10)

Absent – None

NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· David Whalen, vice president of Time Warner Cable in Binghamton, was present to discuss problems caused by federally allowed syndicated exclusivity and network blackouts. He said Steuben County was placed by the FCC in the Elmira Designated Market Areas, one of 2002 around the U.S., which means Elmira TV stations had the right to force identical network programming on other stations off the Hornell cable. In addition, an Elmira station that has purchased a syndicated show had the right to exclude any showing of that program on any other channel on the cable. But Mr. Whalen said there was a 75-percent chance that WKBA-TV, the ABC affiliate in Buffalo, could be returned to active airing in Hornell within a month because of a loophole that gives it significantly viewed status. Other complaints raised by Hornell residents, such as poor viewing on low-band stations, can be corrected by cable technicians, according to Mr. Whalen, who later wrote down the names of residents with such problems. In response to Alderman Koehler and other residents who complained about the predominance of the Elmira stations, rather than Rochester or Buffalo, Whalen suggested city residents ask U.S. Rep. Amo Houghton and U.S. senators Charles Schumer and Hillary Rodham Clinton to look into redrawing the Designated Market Area to place Hornell outside of the Elmira zone – something that Mayor Hogan said was not politically feasible. The mayor also said that since the local cable station was acquired by Time Warner, some residents have complained about a lack of customer service and patience by cable personnel, which Mr. Whalen said he would address. However, Mayor Hogan also praised Mr. Whalen’s promptness in responding to Hornell’s concerns, and Time Warner’s sponsorship of this year’s Gus Macker 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament.

By Flaitz/W. Hogan:


RESOLVED, that this meeting adjourn at 8:01 p.m.

Carried – Ayes all (10)

Absent – None

Shawn D. Hogan                                                                                    Robert J. Roberts

Mayor                                                                                                     City Clerk

